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The Roman Bishop Liberius is said to have chosen December 25 as the birthday of Jesus in about
350 A.D. In 360 A.D Emperor Constantine, follower of Mithras, converted to Christianity after seeing
a vision of a cross of Light against the sun with a sign that said - “By this sign shall you conquer.”

He conquered Rome, established Christianity as the state religion and declared December 25 as the
birthday of Christ. He also introduced Sunday as a holy day in a new seven day week.
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In 1843 an edition of 1,000 of these Christmas cards was placed on sale in London. They were
printed in lithography by Jobbins of Warwick Court, Holborn, London, and hand-colored by a
professional “colourer” named Mason.
The sending of greeting cards at Christmas began in the Victorian era. Although wood engravers
produced prints with religious themes in the European Middle Ages, the first commercial Christmas
and New Year’s card is believed to have been designed and printed in London, England in 1843.
John Callcott Horsley (1817-1903), a British narrative painter and a Royal Academician,
designed the very first Christmas and New Year’s card at the request of his friend Sir Henry Cole
(the first director of the Victoria and Albert Museum). Cole suggested the idea of a specially
designed form of greeting to send to friends at Christmas. In 1843 an edition of 1,000 of these
Christmas cards were printed and placed on sale in London. They were printed in lithography by
Jobbins of Warwick Court, Holborn, London, and hand-colored by a professional “colourer” named
Mason. The cards were published under Sir Henry Cole’s nom de guerre, “Felix Summerly”-by his
friend Joseph Cundall, of New Bond Street.
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